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Application Number: TPO 2 of 2020 Recommendation –  Approve 
  
Site:  63 Sompting Road Lancing West Sussex BN15 9LB TPO 
  
Proposal:  

Confirmation of Adur TPO No.2 of 2020 63 Sompting Road  
Lancing West Sussex 

 
  
Case 
Officer: 
 

Jeremy Sergeant 
 

Ward: Churchill Ward 

 
 

Not to Scale  
Reproduced from OS Mapping with the permission of HMSO © Crown Copyright Licence number LA100024321 

 
Proposal, Site and Surroundings  
 
On the 18th August 2020 a provisional Tree Preservation Order was placed on one              
Horse Chestnut tree in the rear garden of 63 Sompting Road Lancing West Sussex.  
 
The order refers to a tree growing near the centre of the western boundary of the rear                 
garden of 63 Sompting Road, adjacent to the communal area of The Sycamores. The              
TPO has been made as the tree owner had concerns that there is pressure to remove                
the tree from residents of the apartment block of the Sycamores. The tree is a feature of                 
the area and is considered important to its visual amenity and character. 



 
Relevant Planning History 
 
None 
 
Representations 
Three letters of objection have been received from nearby residents, see attached. The             
neighbour’s objections are that the tree is too large, the wrong species, causing             
excessive shade and a possible danger. Also it is claimed that the tree is damaging the                
nearby concrete footpath, interfering with television reception and that it is not a tree              
that is significant to the area.  
 
The tree has been previously reduced and as with many protected Horse Chestnut             
trees, this is a recognised maintenance regime for them to be grown in urban areas.               
There are conflicting accounts of the regularity of these works within the representations             
and from the tree owner. As further works would be given approval issues such as               
shade and overall size can be addressed.  
 
Another concern raised is the damage caused to the adjacent concrete footpath within             
the communal area of the Sycamores. As with many mature trees it is possible that they                
can lift lighter structures such as paths and slabs etc. Although the damage may be               
caused by the tree, its removal will not solve the concerns, therefore other engineering              
solutions could be considered. The issue of the tree interfering with television reception             
appears to have been resolved by aiming at a different transmitter, and is not within the                
scope of a Tree Preservation Order. 
 
It is also claimed that the tree is not significant to the area and that its retention should                  
be between neighbours. Although it is agreed that the tree is a lower prominence to the                
street scene, it is visible from the road and provides a backdrop to the low rise building                 
of number 63 Sompting Road. The Local Planning Authority has the powers to protect              
trees which they consider to be warranted.  
 
The representations are attached as an appendix. 
 
Relevant Planning Policies and Guidance 
 
Worthing Core Strategy 2006-2026 (WBC 2011): Policy 16 
Worthing Local Plan (WBC 2003) (saved policies): H18 
National Planning Policy Framework  
Circular 04/07 ‘Tree Preservation Orders: A Guide to the Law and Good Practice’             
(DETR 2000). 
 
Planning Assessment 
The tree is a good specimen that meets the tests for Tree Preservation Orders: the Adur                
and Worthing Council Tree Preservation Order – Survey and Decision Guide, as agreed             
by the Joint Planning Committee. The reason for protecting this tree is that it is an                



established feature of the area and its removal would be detrimental to character and              
visual amenities of the area and the street scene.  
 
The tree is a large mature growing near the western fence line between 63 Sompting               
Road and The Sycamores. The tree has a large diameter central stem that persists to 4                
metres, where it then divides into two, each secondary stem dividing again at 4.25              
meters forming the wide rounded main crown. The tree has been maintained with             
regular reductions in height and spread. 
 
The Tree Prevention Order is to ensure the retention of the tree with any concerns               
being dealt with by approved pruning, engineering and other solutions. In the interests             
of local amenity it is recommended that the TPO is confirmed.  
 
 
Recommendation 
 
That Adur Tree Preservation Order Number 2 of 2020 be confirmed as made. 
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